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Grade VI I I  

Lesson 3.  Glimpses of  the Past   

 

 

 

 

 

The company' s Conquest s and Brit ish Rule (1757- 1849) 

The Ear t h I ndia Company was ext ending it s power  in t he 18t h cent ur y. The r ivalr y bet ween t he 

I ndian pr inces and t heir  shor t  sight edness gave a chance t o t he English mer chant s and t he 

company t o get  successf ul in t heir  vent ur es. The r ule of  t he East  I ndia Company was looked as a 

blessing by many as it  r est or ed some peace and or der . The ot her s, however , viewed t he 

det hr oning of  t heir  I ndian kings as a shame and r egr et t ed submit t ing under  t he out sider ' s r ule. 

Tipu Sult on of  Mysor e lay down his lif e f ight ing t he Br it ish. 

 

I ndia, at  t he  point , was st eeped int o r eligious or t hodoxies and super st it ions. Pr act ices like 

unt ouchabilit y, child mar r iages and low social st at us given t o women wer e j ust  a f ew t o ment ion. 

The Br it isher s, on t he ot her  side, wer e f ar  sight ed and indust r ious. They scor ned t he I ndians 

f or  t hese evil pr act ices as well as f or  t heir  dishonest y. Their  laws cr ippled t he I ndian 

indust r ies and  st r engt hened t heir  r ule. The English goods wer e impor t ed t o be sold in t he 

I ndian mar ket s wit hout  any impor t  dut y, while, t he I ndian f ar mer s wer e levied wit h heavy t axes 

on t heir  pr oduced. This bur den on t he I ndian f ar mer s led t o f amine and deat h of  sever al 

t housand I ndians. 

 

Ram Mohan Roy(1772- 1833) 

Ram Mohan Roy was a lear ned man f r om Bengal who valued t he I ndian t r adit ion, but  under st ood 

t hat  t he societ y was in need f or  r ef or m. He under st ood t hat  t he essence of  all r eligious was 

t he same. Ther ef or e, r espect  and t oler ance is t he key t o a unit ed social exist ence. 

At  t he same t ime, he was at t r act ed by t he scient if ic and moder n f or ms of  knowledge and 

r ealised t hat  anyt hing t hat  could be explained t hr ough r eason should be accept ed as t he t r ut h. 

He t r avelled t o England and t her eaf t er  accept ed t he r ule by Br it ish, but  only if  t hey wer e 
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willing t o f ulf il t heir  r esponsibilit ies t owar ds t heir  I ndian subj ect s. He also st ar t ed newspaper s 

in I ndia, but  t he suspicious Br it ish soon st opped t hem in 1823. 

 

Oppression (1765- 1835) and Dissat isf act ion (1835- 1856) 

This phase was ent ir ely mar ked by t he oppr essive policies of  t he Br it ish. They imposed 

Regulat ion I I I  on t he I ndians, accor ding t o which I ndians could be j ailed wit hout  t r ials. They 

heavily expor t ed t heir  English goods t o t he I ndian mar ket s and made huge pr of it s on t he basis 

of  t his. They also pr of it ed t hr ough pr ivat e businesses t hey est ablished in I ndia. Wit h ever y 

passing day, t he I ndian indust r ies wer e r uined, while t he Br it ish incr easingly pr osper ed. 

 

Deep r oot ed dissat isf act ion had seeped among t he I ndians by t his t ime. The Br it ish t r ied t o 

r eplace t he Per sian and Sanskr it  language wit h t heir  English language. They t aught  English 

language t o t he I ndians wit hout  any unif or mit y and cr eat ed a new class of  int ellect uals who 

could wor k as cler ks or  middle men bet ween t he I ndians and t he Br it ish. These int ellect uals 

invest ed a lot  of  f ait h in t he English educat ion and t he English  policies. The r ealit y, however , 

was t hat  Br it ish car ed lit t le about  I ndians. Many I ndians lost  t heir  exist ing j obs and posit ions. 

By 1856, t he Br it ish had est ablished t heir  r ule on near ly t he whole of  I ndia. 

 

The Sparks (1855- 57) 

The discont ent  had r isen t o such a level t hat  it  was now t aking t he f or m of  a r ebellion. Taxes 

r uined t he peasant s and t he new land r ules had made t he Sant hals in Bengal desper at e. They 

massacr ed Eur opeans and t heir  suppor t er s. Similar  sit uat ion was t o be seen wit hin t he I ndia 

Company' s ar my. The I ndian soldier s wer e quick t o under st and t hat  t heir  English count er par t s 

wer e get t ing a much bet t er  salar y, bungalows t o live in and ser vant s t o at t end t hem. The I ndian 

soldier s wer e mer ely losing t heir  r eligion and age old cust oms by t r avelling t o dist ant  lands, 

which was consider ed  against  t heir  cust oms. They also f ound out  t hat  t he gr ease used on t he 

bullet s was made f r om t he f at  of  count s and pigs, which was a blasphemy f or  most  I ndians.  

They soon spr ead t heir  message t o t heir  br et hr en in t he villages t o be r eady wit h suppor t  in 

case of  an open r evolt . 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                                         3                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

Revolt  and t he Fight  f or Freedom 1857  

Finally, t he r evolt  began it  got  wider  and wider . The sepoys mar ched t o Delhi. The landlor ds also 

of f er ed t heir  suppor t . All alike, sung pr aises of  Bahadur  Shah, t heir  Emper or  and shout ed 

slogans like "Deat h t o t he f or eigner ." The War  of  I ndependence was init iat ed People r ose in 

r ebellion in Bar eilly, Kanpur  and Allahabad. Many f or mer  r uler s like Begum Hazr at  Mahal of  

Lucknow, popular  leader s like Maulvi Ahmedulla of  Faizabad and ot her s j oined t he upsur ge 

against  t he f or eigner s. Azimulla Khan t old Tat ya Tope t hat  Peshwa Nana Saheb should be 

chosen as t he leader  in t he war  f or  independence. Kunwar  Singh and var ious ot her  pat r iot s 

pounced and f ought  against  t he f or eigner s all over  Nor t h I ndia. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Look at  t he pict ure 1 and recall t he opening lines of  t he original song in Hindi.  Who is  

    t he singer? Who else do you see in this pict ure (Ref er Pict ure of  NCERT page no 36) 

  "Ae mer e wat ankelogon,Zar aaankhmeinbhar  lo paani, j o shaheed hue hain unki zar a yaad 

kar o kur baani"ar e t he opening lines of  t he song sung by Lat aMangeshkar . Pandit  J awahar lal 

Nehr u, t he f ir st  Pr ime Minist er  of  t he I ndependent  I ndia Lal Bahadur  Shast r i and I ndir a 

Gandhi can also be seen in t he pict ur e, sit t ing in t he audience. 

2.  I n pict ure 2 what  do you underst and by the Company' s "superior weapons"  

   (Ref er Picture 2 of  NCERT page no 37) 

  The Company' s  ' super ior  weapons'  could mean t he game of  mind t hat  t he Br it ish played 

t o est ablished and spr ead t heir  r ule in I ndia. Also t heir  super ior  guns and ar t iller y ar e r ef f er ed 

as t he Company' s "super ior  weapons" 

3.  Who is an art isan? Why do you think t he art isans suf f ered? (Ref er t o Pict ure 3 of   

    NCERT Page no 38) 

  The ar t isans ar e skilled cr af t smen who manually cr eat ed goods. They suf f er d wit h t he 

coming of  t he Br it ish because t he Br it ish impor t ed t heir  goods t o india at  a bulk scale. The 

ar t isans could not  keep pace wit h t he quant it y of  machine manuf act ur ed goods t hat  f looded t he 

I ndian mar ket s even when t he ar t isan' s skill was of  a much higher  qualit y. 
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4.  Which pict ure,  according t o you,  reveals the f irst  sparks of  the f ire of  revolt   

    (Ref er t o Pict ure 4 of  NCERT P age no 39)    

  Pict ur e 4 r eveals t he f ir st  spar k of  r evolt  when t he Eur opeans wer e massacr ed by t he 

' Sant hals'  of  Bengali in 1855. 

 

 

 

Answer  t he f ollowing quest ions.  

1.  Do you t hink the I ndian princes were short - sight ed in their approach t o the event s  

    of  1757? 

 The I ndian pr inces wer e sur ely shor t -sight ed t o t he event s of  1757 because t hey f ailed 

t o under st and t he consequences of  t he f or eign help t hat  t hey sought  t o i n or der  t o r esolve 

t heir  int er nal mat t er s. 

2.  How did t he East  I ndian Company subdue t he I ndian princes? 

  The I ndian pr ices f ought  against  each ot her  and sought  t he help of  t he Br it ish t o gain 

cont r ol of  t he sit uat ion. This, in r ealit y, soon t ur ned t hem puppet s in t he hands of  t he Br it ish. 

The Br it ish, t her eaf t er , managed t o subdue and cont r ol t hem. 

3.  Quot e t he words used by Ram Mohan Roy t o say t hat  every religion t eaches the same  

    principles.  

  Accor ding t o Ram Mohan Roy, “Cows ar e of  dif f er ent  colour s. But  t he colour  of  t heir  milk 

is t he same. Dif f er ent  t eacher s have dif f er ent  opinions, but  t he essence of  dif f er ent  r eligions 

is t he same.” 

4.  I n what  ways did the Brit ish of f icers exploit  I ndians? 

  Br it ish of f icer s exploit ed I ndians in mult iple ways. They r educed t he I ndians int o 

not hingness by passing t he Regulat ion I I I . They imposed heavy t axes on t he I ndian f ar mer s and 

r ef or med t he land laws t oo. They impor t ed English goods in bulk wit hout  paying impor t  dut ies 

and cr ippled t he I ndian ar t isans.  

5.  Name t hese people. 

  (i) The ruler who f ought  pit ched bat t les against  t he Brit ish and died f ight ing.  

  (ii) The person who wanted t o ref orm the societ y.   

  (iii) The person who recommended the int roduct ion of  English educat ion in I ndia.  

  (iv) Two popular leaders who led t he revolt  (choices may vary)  

Working wit h the Text  
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  (i) Tipu Sult an                      (ii) Ram Mohan Roy  

  (iii) Lor d Macaulay       (iv) Tat ya Tope and PeshwaNana Saheb 

6.  Ment ion the f ollowing.  

  (i) Two examples of  social pract ices prevailing t hen.  

  (ii) Two oppressive policies of  t he Brit ish.  

  (iii) Two ways in which common people suf f ered.  

 (iv) Four reasons f or t he discont ent  that  led t o t he 1857 war of  I ndependence.  

 (i) Unt ouchabilit y and child mar r iage. 

  (ii) Regulat ion I I I  and impor t  of  Br it ish goods wit hout  impor t  dut y. 

 (iii) The f ar mer s wer e heavily t axed and many I ndians lost  t heir  j obs. 

  (iv)  (a) Taxes t hat  r uined t he f ar mer s. 

     (b) Changew in t he laws r elat ed t o land. 

      (c) Dispar it y in t he per ks pr ivileges and wages of  br it ish soldier s and t he I ndian 

soldier s. 

      (d) The gr ease used on t he bullet s was made f r om t he f at  of  cows and pigs. 

 

 

 

I n comics, what  t he char act er s speak is put  in bubbles. This is dir ect  nar r at ion. When we r epor t  

what  t he char act er  speak, we use t he met hod of  indir ect  nar r at ion. 

 

 

 

First  f armer    : Why ar e your  men t aking away t he ent ir e cr op? 

Second f armer    : Your  men have t aken away ever yt hing.  

Of f icer     : You ar e st ill in ar r ear s. I f  you don’t  pay t ax next  week, I ”ll send you t o  

       j ail. 

 The f ir st  f ar mer  asked t he of f icer  why his men wer e t aking away t he ent ir e cr op. 

 The second f ar mer  said t hat  t heir  men had t aken away ever yt hing. 

 The of f icer  r eplied t hat  t hey wer e st ill in ar r ear s and t he war ned t hem t hat  if  t hey did 

not  pay t ax t he f ollowing week, he (t he of f icer ) would send t hem (t he f ar mer s) t o j ail. 

 

Working wit h Language 

St udy These Examples 
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1.  Change t he f ollowing sentences int o direct  speech.  

  (i) First  man we must  educat e our  br ot her s. 

       Second man And t r y t o impr ove t heir  mat er ial condit ion. 

        Third man For  t hat  we must  convey our  gr ievances t o t he Br it ish Par liament . 

           The f ir st  man said t hat  _________________ 

        The second man added t hat _________________ 

     The t hir d man suggest ed t hat _________________ 

  The f ir st  man said t hat  you must  educat e t heir  br ot her s. The second man added t hat  

t hey had t o t r y t o impr ove t heir  mat er ial condit ion. The t hir d man suggest ed t hat  t hey must  

convey t heir  gr ievances t o t he Br it ish Par liament . 

  (ii) First  soldier  The whit e soldier  get s hugs pay, mansions and ser vant s. 

       Second soldier We get  a pit t ance and slow pr omot ions. 

      Third soldier  Who ar e t he Br it ish t o abolish our  cust oms? 

      The f ir st  soldier  said t hat  _________________ 

      The second soldier  r emar ked t hat _________________ 

      The t hir d soldier  asked_________________ 

  The f ir st  soldier  said t hat  t he whit e soldier  got  huge pay, mansions and ser vant s. The 

second soldier  r emar ked t hat  t hey only got  a pit t ance and slow pr omot ions. The t hir d soldier  

asked who wer e t he Br it ish t o abolish t heir  cust oms. 

 

 

 

1.  Playact  the role of  f armers who have grievances against  the policies of  t he government .   

   Rewrit e t heir ‘speech bubbles in dialogue f orm f irst .  

  First  Farmer  These f or eigner s ar e wor st  t han our  I ndian pr inces. 

  Second Farmer  Yes, you ar e absolut ely r ight . They have t aken away our  ent ir e cr op. 

  Third Farmer  As if  t his wasn’t  enough, t hey have levied heavy t axes on us and ar r ear s 

t oo. 

  First  Farmer  The r ain gods don’t  seem t o be ver y happy eit her . The f amine would r uin 

our  ent ir e f amily. 

  Second Farmer   Despit e, so much suf f er ing, we ar e f ur t her  t hr eat ened t hat  we would 

be put  int o j ail. 

Speaking and Writ ing  
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  Third Farmer  Someone was t alking about  some Regulat ion I I I , which says t hat  I ndians 

could be J ailed wit hout  any t r ail. 

  Second Farmer  We ar e damned f or ever . Deat h be t o t he f or eigner .  

2.  Look at  t he pict ures.  
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  (i) Ask one anot her  quest ions about  t he pict ur es. 

Wher e is t he f ox? 

How did it  happen? 

What  is t he f ox t hinking? 

Who is t he visit or ? 

What  does she want  t o know? 

What  is t he f ox’s r eply? 

What  happens next ? 

Wher e is t he goat ? 

Wher e is t he f ox now? 

What  is t he goat  t hinking? 

  Ans:  Do it  your self   

  (ii) Wr it e t he st or y in your  own wor ds. Give it  a t it le. 

  Ans: The Clever Fox 

  A f ox accident ally f ell int o t he wat er . I t  did not  know what  t o do or  how t o get  out  of  

t he wat er . At  t hat  ver y inst ance, a goat  ar r ived t her e. I t  asked t he f ox a silly quest ion: “is t he 

wat er  sweet ?’’ The f ox pr et ends t hat  it  was inside t he well only t o dr ink plent y of  t he sweet  

wat er  in t he well. Hear ing t his, t he goat  get s t empt ed. I t  want ed t o sip t he wat er  t oo. The f ox 

asks t he goat  t o j ump int o t he well and enj oy it s wat er . The goat  unt hinking j umps int o t he well. 

The f ox had been wait ing f or  t he oppor t unit y. I t  immediat ely climbs t he back of  t he goat  and 

j umps out  of  t he well and sar cast ically t ells t he goat  t o come out  whenever  it  can. 

  The goat  under st and t hat  it  had been f ooled by t he clever  f ox and r emember s it s 

mot her ’s saying: “Be car ef ul how you t ake t he advice of  people you don’t  know.” 

3.  Read the f ollowing news it em.  

  Hist ory becomes f un at  this school 

  Mumbai:  St udent s in  t he sixt h gr ade of  a cer t ain school in Navi Mumbai love t heir  

hist or y lesson t hanks t o a novel t eaching aid. I t  is not  sur pr ising given t he f act  t heir  st udy 

mat er ial includes comic books and t hey use t heir  t ext books f or  r ef er ence t o put  t hings int o 

per spect ive. Besides ,st udent s ar e encour aged t o t ap ot her  sour ces of  inf or mat ion as well. 

Dur ing hist or y classes, st udent s por e over  comic st r ips of  hist or ical per iods, enact  char act er s 

of  emper or s and t yr ant s and have animat ed discussion on t he subj ect . Hist or y has become f un. 
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  I n t he class st udent s ar e asked t o r ead t he comic st r ip, aloud, af t er  which t hey br eak up 

int o gr oups of  f our , discuss what  t hey discuss what  t hey have hear d wr it e a summar y. Each 

gr oup leader  r eads his gr oup’s summar y aloud and t he whole class j umps int o discussion and 

debat e, adding point s, disagr eeing and qualif ying point s of  view. A sixt h gr ade st udent  says, 

“I t ’s a lot  of  f un because ever yone get s a chance t o expr ess t hemselves and t he summar y t akes 

ever yone’s ideas int o account .” 

  Accor ding t o t he school pr incipal t he comic st r ip f or mat  and visuals appeal t o st udent s. 

A hist or ian f eels t hat  using comics in school is a gr eat  idea. Comics and act ing help st udent s 

under st anding what  char act er s in t he st or y ar e act ually t hinking.  

 

(adapted f rom The Times of  I ndia,  New Delhi,  Oct ober, 2007) 

Based on t his news it em,  writ e a paragraph on what  you t hink about  t his new method of  

t eaching hist ory.  

  This new met hod of  t eaching sounds ver y pr omising because st udent s under st and bet t er  

t hr ough visuals and popular  cult ur e such as comic r eading. This met hod is a good alt er nat ive t o 

t he bor ing t ext  book r eading sessions. Since, t hese ar e act ivit y based sessions, st udent s 

par t icipat e wit h a lot  of  ener gy and ent husiasm.  

  This met hod blur s t he line bet ween playing and lear ning and t her ef or e, in t he most  

suit able met hod. Act ing t he r oles of  var ious char act er s, t he st udent s ar e made t o apply t heir  

knowledge and t hink as t he char act er s would have t hought  which f or ces t hem t o be imaginat ive 

and cr eat ive. 

4.  Find the chapt ers I  your hist ory book t hat  correspond t o the episodes and event s  

   described in this comic.  Note how t he inf ormat ion contained in a f ew chapt ers of   

   hist ory has been condensed t o a f ew pages wit h the help of  pictures and ‘speech  

    bubbles. ’ 

  Do it  your self  

5.  Create a comic of  your own using t his st ory.  Once,  t he Sun and t he Wind began t o  

   Quarrel,  each one saying t hat  he was st ronger t han the ot her.  At  least  t hey decided to  

   t est  each ot her’s st rengt h.  A man with a cloak around his shoulders was passing by.  

  The wind boast ed ,”Using my st r engt h I  can make t hat  man t ake of f  t he cloak”. The Sun 

agr eed. The wind blew har d. The man f elt  so cold t hat  he clasped his cloak r ound his body as 

t ight ly as possible. Now, it  was t ur n of  t he Sun which shone ver y hot  indeed. The man f elt  so 
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hot  t hat  he at  once r emoved t he cloak f r om his body. Seeing t he man t aking of  t he cloak, t he 

wind conceded def eat . 

  Do it  your self  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  were the t wo conf lict ing views wit h which t he I ndians welcomed t he Brit ish during  

    t he years 1757and 1849? 

  The I ndian pr inces looked at  t he Br it ish as help sent  by t he Gods. The nat ive people, 

however , r egr et t ed t hat  t hey had become slaves t o t he f or eigner s. 

2.  Why had t he I ndians lost  respect  in the eyes of  t he Brit ish? 

  The Br it ish r ealised t hat  t he nat ives wer e incapable of  honest y. They wer e unwor t hy of  

t r ust  and t her ef or e, t hey lost  r espect  bef or e t he Br it ish. 

3.  Ram Mohan Roy’s concept  of  knowledge was very dif f erent  f rom that  of  t he t radit ional  

    idea of  knowledge in the I ndian scheme of  t hings.  Why? 

  Ram Mohan Roy put  a lot  of  emphasis on knowledge being scient if ic  and pr act ical. This 

moder n f or m of  knowledge was ver y dif f er ent  f r om t he t r adit ional ways of  looking at  lif e. 

4.  Why did Ram Mohan Roy go t o England? 

  Ram Mohan Roy went  t o England t o see what  made t he Br it ish power f ul. On his r et ur n, he 

accept ed t he Br it ish as t heir  r uler , but  only if  t he Br it ish wer e willing t o t ake r esponsibilit y of  

t heir  cit izens. 

5.  Why was Regulat ion I I I  oppressive? 

  The Regulat ion I I I , passed in t he year  1818, was oppr essive because it  r ef used t o 

acknowledge t he exist ence of  I ndian bef or e law. I t  ent ailed t hat  t he I ndians could be j ailed 

wit hout  any t r ial. 

6.  Who suggest ed t hat  English educat ion may be int roduced in I ndia and when? 

  An Englishman, named Thomas Babingt on Macaulay in t he year  1835 suggest ed t hat  

English educat ion may be int r oduced in I ndia. Soon, Macaulay’s Minut es wer e. passed t o 

implement  t he same. 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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7.  What  were the grievances of  t he nat ive people during 1835- 56? 

  The nat ive men could see t hat  t heir  kings had become puppet s in t he hands of  t he  

Br it ish. Br it ish car ed lit t le about  t he I ndians and wer e also making at t empt s at  cover ing I ndians 

int o t heir  f ait h/ r eligion. 

8.  During 1855- 57,  what  way was adopted by t he rebels t o send their message t o the  

   villagers? 

  The r ebels sent  t heir  message t hat  t he emper or  would soon need t he ser vices of  t he 

villager s by sending chapat t is f r om village t o village. 

9.  Name t he people who part icipat ed in the First  War of  I ndependence 1857.  

  Begum Hazr at  Mahal of  Lucknow, MaulviAhmedulla of  Faizabad, Azimulla Khan, Tat ya 

Tope and Kunwar  Singh f r om Bihar  wer e f ew among many, who par t icipat ed in t he 1857, st r uggle 

f or  independence. 

10.  I n which languages was t he I ndian educat ion conduct ed init ially? 

  Per sian and Sanskr it  wer e t he t wo languages in which I ndian educat ion was conduct ed. 

 

 

 

1.  Why did t he I ndian soldiers f eel t hat  t hey had lost  their religion on account  of  the  

    Brit ish? 

  The I ndian soldier s had t o t r avel t o dif f er ent  lands. This was not  per mit t ed by t heir  

r eligion. Also, t he gr ease used on t he bullet  was made f r om t he f at  of  pigs and cows, somet hing 

t hat  was consider ed as a blasphemy t o t heir  r eligion. 

2.  Why did Tiou f ight  wit h t he Brit ish t ill his last  breath? 

  Tipu Sult an of  Mysor e was a f ar -sight ed r uler . He under st ood t hat  t he Br it ish wer e 

t aking an advant ages of  t he f ight s bet ween t he I ndian pr inces and would lat er  f ulf il t heir  

ult er ior  mot ives. Ther ef or e, Tipu Sult an f ought  against  t he est ablishment  of  t he Br it ish r ule in 

I ndia. 

3.  Was Ram Mohan Roy against  his cult ure? 

  No. Ram Mohan Roy was not  against  his cult ur e. Rat her , he was a gr eat  admir er  of  his 

ancient  cult ur e and invest ed a lot  of  f ait h in it s capacit ies t o at t ain gr eat  mer it s. However  he 

believed t hat  his societ y was in need of  r ef or m because super st it ions had r uined it . 
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4.  Why was Mangal Pandey execut ed? 

  The discont ent  in t he East  I ndia Company’s ar my was incr easing day by day as t he I ndian 

soldier s had under st ood t hat  t hey wer e being discr iminat ed against . Mangal Pandey, one of  t he 

sepoys, led a r ebellion against  t he r egiment  and at t acked one of  t he adj ut ant s. He was 

execut ed f or  dar ing t o r ebel. 

5.  How did t he masses help t he rebels? 

  Thr ough chapat t is and lot us f lower s a message was sent  t o t he masses by t he r ebels 

t hat  t her e ser vices would be needed. The masses st ood in f ull suppor t . They also gave shelt er  

t o pat r iot s, saf eguar ding t hem f r om t he Br it ish police impr isoning t hem. 

 

 

 

1.  Which all spheres of  the I ndian societ y were targeted by t he Brit ish in gaining cont rol  

    over the I ndians? 

  The Br it ish, being mer chant s, f ir st  and f or emost  t ar get ed t he economic bases of  t he 

I ndians. They r uined t he cot t age and small-scale indust r ies, t her eby hit t ing t he backbone of  

t he count r y. 

  They also t ar get ed t he social and r eligious pr act ices of  t he I ndians leading t o 

st abilisat ion of  t he mor al f abr ic of  t he I ndian exist ence. Polit ically, t hey had alr eady t ur ned 

t he I ndian kings and pr inces int o puppet s t o play wit h. Also, t he changes in exist ing laws wer e 

int r oduced wit h an aim t o r educe I ndians int o not hingness bef or e t he legal bodies. 

2.  What  happened wit h t he int roduct ion of  English educat ion? 

  The English educat ion not  only r eplaced t he t r adit ional f or ms of  educat ion, especially 

t he modes/ languages in which educat ion was impar t ed, but  also cr eat ed a new class of  

int ellect uals. These int ellect uals ser ved as middle men bet ween t he nat ive I ndians and t he 

Br it ish. Since t he English educat ion was not  int r oduced unif or mly, t his new class invest ed a lot  

of  f ait h in English manner isms and looked down upon t heir  br et hr en. 

3.  On the basis of  your reading of  the text ,  writ e a character sket ch of  Ram Mohan Roy.  

 Ram Mohan Roy was a ver y lear ned man f r om Bengal. He was unbiased and obj ect ive in his 

per spect ives about  his societ y. He r ealised bot h mer it s and demer it s of  his societ y. He could 

f or esee t hat  var ious social evils and super st it ions wer e r uining I ndian societ y. He, t her ef or e, 

t r ied t o br ing about  a r ef or m in his societ y. He st ar t ed his newspaper  f or  such causes. He was 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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also a gr eat  appr eciat or  of  t he West er n t hinking f or  it  laid emphasis on pr act ical and scient if ic 

f or ms of  knowledge. He did a lot  of  wor k f or  women. 

4.  What  were the suersit ions that  were being spread by the religious leaders of  t he t ime? 

  The r eligious leader s of  t he t alked about  ideas like unt ouchabilit y and child mar r iage, 

ideas t hat  wer e or t hodox and r egr essive in nat ur e. They also pr eached against  women "All t he 

miser y in t he wor ld is due t o women.” This led t o women enj oying a lower  social st at us. The 

r eligious leader s of  t he t ime also encour aged people t o believe t hat  t r avelling t o dist ant  lands 

would make t hem lose t heir  r eligion. Many ot her  such r egr essive ideas wer e being spr ead by t he 

r eligious leader s of  t he t ime. 

 

 

 

 

1.  Do you t hink that  a societ y should always resist  change or ref orm in order t o preserve  

   it s t radit ional values? 

  No. The societ y should not  always r esist  t he changes or  r ef or ms t hat  occur  because wit h 

t he changing t imes cer t ain t r adit ional ideas and values may become obsolet e and t her ef or e, 

meaningless. Also, cer t ain r it uals suppr ess t he exist ence of  cer t ain sect ions of  t he societ y. I f  

t her e is no r ef or ms, t hese sect ions, would always r emain oppr esses and subj ugat ed. For  

inst ance, t he women, lower  cast e and lower  class people. 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos. 1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

  “Being mer chant s, t he Br it ish want ed quick pr of it s, t heir  heavy t axes f or ced f ar mer s t o 

abandon t heir  f ields. 

  But  your  men ar e t aking all my cr op! 

  You ar e st ill in ar r ear s. I f  you don’t  pay next  week. I  will send you t o j ail. I nevit ably 

f amines f ollowed. Bet ween 1822 and 1836 f if t een lakh I ndians died of  st ar vat ion.” 

 

Value Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 
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1.  How many I ndians died during t he years 1822 and 1836? 

  (a) Ten t housand     (b) Fif t en lakh (c) Fif t y t housand           (d) For t y lakh 

  (b) Fif t een lakh 

2.  What  was t he reason behind t hese deaths? 

  (a) Floods                  (b) Famines   (b) Ear t hquake              (d) Volcanic er upt ions 

  (b) Famines 

3.  What  did the Brit ish impose on t he I ndian f armers? 

  (a) Heavy t axes       (b) Ser vices t axes  (b) Regulat ion I I          (d) Regulat ion I I I  

  (a) Heavy t axes 

4.  Why were t he f armers unable t o pay arrears? 

  The f ar mer s wer e unable t o pay t he ar r ear s because t heir  ent ir e cr op was being t aken 

away by t he Br it ish. The f amines f ur t her  dest r oyed t he cr op. So, t he f ar mer s had no pr of it s 

but  losses.  

5.  How did t he Brit ish threat e the f armers? 

  The Br it ish t hr eat ened t he I ndian f ar mer s t hat  t hey would be put  int o 

j ail if  t hey don’t  pay t he ar r ear s. 

6.  What  characterist ic t rait  of  the Brit ish made t hem earn huge prof it s? 

  The Br it ish wer e mer chant s. So, t hey wer e good at  ear ning pr of it s by f ocussing on t he 

dynamics of  t he mar ket . 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

  “All t he t ime Br it ish of f icer s in I ndia dr ew big salar ies and also made f or t unes in pr ivat e 

business. By 1829, Br it ain was expor t ing Br it ish goods wor t h seen cr or e r upees t o I ndia. The 

Br it ish pr osper ed on t he Company’s loot  while I ndian indust r ies began t o die. Gover nor -Gener al 

Bent inck r epor t ed back home- 

  ‘The bones of  cot t on weaver s ar e bleaching t he plains of  I ndia.” 

1.  What  was t he value of  the Brit ish goods export ed t o I ndia in 1829? 

  (a) Five cr or es   (b) Six cr or es   (c) Seven cr or es               (d) Eight  cr or es 

  (c) Seven cr or es 

2.  Which Englishman report ed t he plight  of  I ndia t o England? 

  (a) Babingt on Macaulay    (b) Gener al Bent ick 

Ext ract  2 



 

 

                                                                         15                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

  (c) William J ones  (d) Simon 

  (b) Gener al Bent ick 

3.  What  were the reasons behind the prospering Brit ish?  

  (a) Company’s loot       (b) Killing of  I ndians  

  (c) Divide and r ule policy    (d) Missionar y zeal 

  (a) Company’s loot  

4.  Which lines indicat e that  the I ndians were massively suf f ering? 

  The bones of  cot t on weaver s ar e bleaching t he plains of  I ndia.  

5.  How did t he I ndian indust rials die? 

  The I ndian indust r ies died out  because t he Br it ish wer e maj or ly impor t ing Br it ish goods 

int o t he I ndians mar ket s. 

  Also cut t ing t he t humbs of  I ndian cr af t sman.  

6.  Which all reasons were responsible f or the Brit ish making maj or prof it s? 

  The Br it ish dr ew huge sums of  money as t heir  salar y. They also made money f r om pr ivat e 

business. Besides t his, t hey wer e also par t aking t he company’s loot . 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos. - 1- 6) read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.   

  “Let  not  despise our selves, our  ancient  cult ur e is gr eat . And we ar e capable of  gr eat er  

achievement s. We must  f ir st  r ef or m our  societ y. Super st it ions have been r uining us. He t old his 

wif e Uma-cows ar e of  dif f er ent  colour s, but  t he colour  of  t heir  milk is t heir  same. Dif f er ent  

t eacher s have dif f er ent  opinions but  t he essence of  ever y r eligion is t he same.” 

1.  Who is t he speaker of  t hese lines? 

  (a) Tant ya t ope             (b) Raj a Ram Mohan Roy 

  (b) Gener al Bent ick           (d) Begum Hasr at  

  (b) Raj a Ram Mohan Roy 

2.  According t o the speaker,  what  was the problem with his cult ure? 

  (a) Fr agment at ion based on r eligion   (b) Agr icult ur e 

  (c) Ancient  cult ur e     (d) Lack of  educat ion 

  (a) Fr agment at ion based on r eligion 

 

Ext ract  3 
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3.  How does t he speaker explain t he problem t o his wif e? 

  (a) By giving t he example of  cows and milk   

  (b) By giving t he example of  gr eat  leader  

 (c) By giving t he example of  r eligious leader s 

  (d) By giving t he example of  dif f er ent  t eacher s 

  (a) By giving t he example of  cows and milk. 

4.  What  did the speaker think about  his culture?  

  Accor ding t o t he speaker  t he ancient  I ndian cult ur e was gr eat  and t he I ndians wer e 

capable of  gr eat er  achievement s. However , super st it ions and dif f er ences based on r eligion wer e 

r uning t heir  societ y. 

5.  According t o the speaker,  how could they save t heir societ y.  

  Accor ding t o t he speaker , t heir  societ y needed t o be r ef or med. 

6.  What  were the speaker’s views about  religion? 

  The speaker  t hought  t hat  dif f er ent  r eligions wer e t aught  by dif f er ent  t eacher s, who 

had var ied opinions. However , t he essence or  t he message of  all r eligions was t he same. 


